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UNITED STATES SHIPPING IN THE LA PLATA 
REGION, 1809-1810 

While the relations of the United States of America with all 
Hispanic America in 1810 are worthy of close study, those with 
the Viceroyalty of the Rio de la Plata and the South American 
portions of the Kingdom of Portugal deserve particular attention; 
for neither Spain nor Portugal could then supply the needs and 
wants of their South American possessions. The state of almost 
continuous war which had existed in Western Europe since 1793, 
and especially that in the Spanish Peninsula since 1807, had 
reacted strongly on South America. More and more French 
colonies fell into English hands. After the English had captured 
Martinique from the French in February, 1809, and Santo 
Domingo in the following July, and 1800 Portuguese troops from 
Para had taken Cayenne from Victor Hugues (who escaped 
with $5,000,000 worth of booty from that French naval base) in 
January, 1808, only Guadeloupe remained in the New World to 
France; and this, too, was lost in 1810. The Anglo-Spanish 
alliance in 1808, coinciding with the embargo in the United States, 
diverted the previous English ideas of invasion and conquest of 
South America rather into pacific commercial penetration, espe- 
cially after the British military defeat at Buenos Aires in 1807; 
though the British were not without competitors, since at least 
a hundred and twenty-five United States merchant vessels had 
touched at Buenos Aires and Montevideo from 1798 to 1810. 
Many of the vessels had made long visits at those ports, where a 
number of United States citizens were permanently established in 
business. The maltreatment of some United States merchants in 
Buenos Aires in 1802 had led to a diplomatic question arising be- 
tween the United States and Spain; and no less a person than 
John Quincy Adams was interested in a lawsuit growing out of 
this affair. Advertisements of Buenos Aires hides frequently 

159 



160 THE HISPANIC AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

occur in United States newspapers from 1800 onward. At least 
one United States vessel was making regular journeys between 
the United States and the River Plate. In short, almost every 
point of contact possible in those days of sailing ships then 
existed between those widely separated parts of the Americas. 
It is impossible, in view of this constant communication, to deny 
that the example of the United States, as exhibited by its 
activity in the twenty-five years since the overthrow of the yoke 
of the Mother Country, was without effect on the events of 1810 
throughout Hispanic America, and especially in Buenos Aires, 
whose inhabitants were then largely dependent on imported 
articles for their clothes, their shoes, their liquor, their furniture, 
their lumber, their crockery, and even the saddles for their 
horses. Some of these articles were coming from the United 
States — as well as the coach in which Dr. O'Gorman, the first 
practitioner in Buenos Aires, rode about that city, which pos- 
sessed, according to the Argentine scholar Ravignani, 42,482 
inhabitants, in 1810. It should always be remembered that 
communication between the different parts of South America 
was then, and for a long time thereafter, much quicker by water 
than by land; and neither Spain nor Portugal had a sufficient 
merchant marine to monopolize, or even control, such inter- 
colonial communications. The colonial isolation of South 
America was not broken down with vessels from the Spanish 
Peninsula; the United States and England furnished the means 
of reaching the rest of the world, including Spain and Portugal 
themselves. In 1810, the United States tonnage registered for 
foreign trade had reached its highest point in the first sixty 
years of that country's independent existence, with 91.5 per cent 
of the total foreign trade of the United States being carried in 
United States vessels. When Joel Roberts Poinsett was "vested 
with the character of Agent for Seamen and Commerce" of the 
United States of America at Buenos Aires, Santiago de Chile, 
and Lima, on August 27, 1810, that country stood second only 
to England as an exporter to South America. 

In a previous article in the Hispanic Amebican Historical 
Review, 1 the trade of the United States of America with the 

1 See II. no. 1 (February, 1919), pp. 26-54. 
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River Plate port was traced to the year 1808, when, as a result 
of the renewed restrictions placed in force by the Spanish au- 
thorities after the expulsion of the English from Buenos Aires, 
and the embargo which the United States Government placed 
on its own vessels, it considerably declined; and a diligent search 
in the New York Evening Post from January to July, 1809, only 
reveals two traces of United States vessels communicating with 
River Plate ports, namely, the ship Hippomenes, Captain Bick- 
ford, which cleared from Baltimore for Buenos Aires on March 17, 
1809, and a ship called the Charlotte, Captain Myrick, which was 
at Cadiz on or about February 2, 1809, "to sail for Buenos Ayres 
next day". Possibly inspired by a statement in the issue of 
the New York Evening Post for January 10, 1809, which quoted 
a letter from London, dated October 7, 1808, to the effect that 
"Those fortunate adventurers, who sent out cargoes of Dry 
Goods to the Brazils, have returned with Rice and Cotton, and 
cleared upwards of 100 per cent profit", four United States vessels 
were at Pernambuco on August 1, 1809, while Lebbeus Loomis 
at 45 William Street advertised 62,000 pounds of Brazilian 
coffee for sale on September 29, 1809. At least seven other 
United States vessels went to Brazil in 1809, no less a person than 
General Derby of Salem proceeding thither on the ship Mount 
Hope, of 700 tons. But the River Plate countries were never 
lost sight of, as may be judged from the following extracts from 
contemporary newspapers. 
The New York Evening Post, of July 8, 1809, says: 

From Bells Weekly Messenger.— REVOLUTION AT BUENOS 
AYRES. — We have long suspected that Liniers was exerting himself 
to the utmost in favour of the family of Bonaparte, and we now learn, 
by letters from Rio Janeiro, of the late date of Feb. 6, that a revo- 
lution took place on the 1st of January, in which Liniers triumphed, 
and is now completely master as Viceroy of the City. It seems that 
the marriage of his daughter with a young man of the name of Peri- 
chon, which was contrary to law, disgusted the people generally who 
were besides very anxious to elect a Junta, in imitation of Seville &c. 
The Cabildo met, and the usual elections took place on the first of 
January; after which previous dispositions having been made by 
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arming, &c, on both sides, to decide the matter by force in case of 
necessity, a negociation took place between the Cabildo and Liniers, 
regarding his laying down the sovreign authority. At length the heads 
of that body went to the Fueste to treat personally with the Viceroy, 
when up went the draw bridge, and they were quickly marched through 
the Puerto del Socorro to the water side, put on board a schr and have 
been sent off nobody knows where; but it is supposed that the voyage 
was not a very long one, since it is known there were very few provisions 
on board. The names of those who thus put themselves into the trap 
are — Alzaga, Villanueva, Sta. Colom and another. As a proof that 
this revolution is altogether in favour of France, we need only state 
that the above mentioned Perichon is a Frenchman by birth, and is 
the person who was charged by Liniers with despatches for Bonaparte 
giving an account of his defence at Buenos Ayres against the British 
under Gen. Whitlocke, and was on his return from France, thro' Spain 
on his way back to South America, in May or June of last year (1808) 
apprehended in Andalusia, by order of the Junta of Seville, and con- 
fined in Cadiz, whence it would appear he effected his escape. 

The event which has thus taken place, though unfortunate for the 
patriotic cause of Spain, has removed every difficulty which obstructed 
the course of operations that it might behove the government of this 
country to pursue, in concert with the prince of the Brazils. Monte 
Viedo still holds out against Liniers, and must be prevented from 
falling under his authority or the whole of Spanish America may be 
lost. 

It is to be apprehended that the French squadron which sailed some 
time since from L' Orient, may have proceed[ed] to the Rio de la Plata. 

An "Extract of a Letter, dated Rio de Janeiro, August 3, 
1809", which is printed in the Monday, October 2, 1809, issue 
of the New York Evening Post, also refers to Liniers. It reads 
as follows : 

A Spanish vessel has just arrived here in 14 days from Buenos Ayres 
with information that the new Spanish Viceroy had arrived there from 
Spain, and a Governor at Monte Video; that on the 13th ult. Liniers 
gave up the government quietly; and had retired with an annuity, and 
the rank of Field Marshal, in consideration of past services. Senor 
Elio, late Governor of Monte Video, gave up at the same time. No 
English or neutral vessels will be allowed to enter the river without a 
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special licence from the Spanish Junta, or the Government of Buenos 
Ayres; which may generally be established here. 

In the same periodical for August 19, 1809, however, "Lon- 
don dates to July 5" stated that "Linniers in South America 
has declared in favour Ferdinand VII". 

There is an interesting allusion to the United States and 
Buenos Aires in the New York Evening Post for May 22, 1809 : 

The brig Eliza of Providence is lost on the Figee Islands; and Cap- 
tain Corry took passage in the Jenny, (Capt. Daw of Boston,) which 
put into some Spanish settlement on her passage to Canton; the in- 
habitants discovered that Captain Corey was the person that pilotted 
the British fleet into Buenos Ayres — he was taken out and was to be 
sent to Manila for trial. 

When the United States merchant brig Venus, of 175 tons 
burden, Captain Tunison, arrived at Salem, Massachusetts, on 
Wednesday, August 22, 1810, after a sixty-two days' voyage 
from Buenos Aires, her supercargo, Mr. Nathan Cook, hastened 
to give to the public the first account of the events of May, 
1810, in that city, which had been received in the United States. 
The reprinting of this account in a number of contemporary 
United States newspapers is a striking illustration of the general 
interest then taken in South American affairs. The account in 
the Salem Gazette of Nathan Cook's experiences in its issue of 
August 24, 1810, was reprinted verbatim in the Columbian 
Centinel of Boston, for August 25, 1810, and by the Philadelphia 
American Daily Advertiser, for August 28, 1810. The New York 
Evening Post published a short summary of it in its issue for 
August 27, 1810; and it is an interesting coincidence that it was 
on August 28, 1810, that the Secretary of State of the United 
States of America instructed Joel Roberts Poinsett to start for 
Buenos Ayres on his fruitful South American mission. Nathan 
Cook's narrative, which must have been read by thousands of 
persons in the seaport cities of the United States, was as 
follows: 



164 THE HISPANIC AMERICAN HISTORICAL REVIEW 

REVOLUTION AT BUENOS AYRES 2 

On Wednesday last, arrived at Salem (Mass.) the brig Venus, Capt. 
Tunison, from Buenos Ayres. Mr. Nathan Cook, the supercargo, 
informs us, that a revolution had taken place there, similar to that in 
Caraccas; the authorities emanating from the Supreme Junta of Old 
Spain had been put down, and a new provisional government set up, 
with professed loyalty to Ferdinand VII, and to continue only till his 
restoration to his throne, but actually, no doubt, with a view to com- 
plete and permanent independence. Mr. Cook was in confidential 
relations with some of the leaders, who informed him, that they con- 
templated a government as nearly like that of the United States as the 
genius and habits of the people would admit of, but were aware that 
those were not such as to enable them to enjoy the same degree of 
political freedom with us. Thus, while the ambition of Bonaparte is 
overturning the old establishments, and shutting up the usual channels 
of commerce in Europe, new states are arising, and new paths to com- 
merce opening, in the western world. 

Mr. Cook has favored us with minutes he made of the revolutionary 
event while he was at Buenos Ayres, from which we have taken the 
following extracts: 

" On Tuesday morning the 15th of May, the long expected explosion 
burst forth. A deputation from the several military commandants 
waited on the Viceroy, and demanded categorically his intensions, in 
the event of a confirmation of the intelligence from Europe, by a 
vessel just arrived at Monte Video, announcing the actual removal of 
the old supreme Junta, the appointment of a provisional one, the suc- 
cesses of the French, and their approach towards Cadiz, and the pre- 
paratory arrangements to remove the seat of government to the island 
of Leon. Two hours were given for a reply. However, there was 
nothing decisive till Saturday the 19th, when the post from Monte 
Video brought a confirmation of the above particulars. A second 
deputation then waited on the Viceroy, and demanded an immediate 
and public declaration of his intentions; which he promised to make. 
Sunday morning the Cabildo notified the Viceroy that it was indis- 
pensable that he should resign his command, as the authority from 
which it proceeded no longer existed, and that he must send the staff 
of office to them in session. In the interim he issued a proclamation 
to the people of the viceroyalty; on which he took a cursory view of the 

2 Taken from the American Daily Advertiser, August 28, 1810. 
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disastrous events in Spain, and the efforts making to restore confidence, 
&c, &c. This address did not satisfy the people, as it left on their 
minds the impression, that he would maintain his authority as long as 
he could. Several of the commandants entered the palace in the 
evening at 9 o'clock, and demanded a resignation then, or a promise 
of it in the morning — hinting in very plain terms, that his refusal would 
occasion an immediate recurrence to force. He finally consented to 
surrender his authority at 11 o'clock the ensuing day. Patrols paraded 
the streets and the troops were all under arms in the barracks during 
the night. 

On Monday, the inhabitants were in anxious suspense — the military 
and partizans of the revolution were all in motion — and the troops to 
the number of 8000, as it was said were under arms. The alarm beat 
in the morning — the hats of the patriots were decorated with the 
portrait of Ferdinand VII, under which, and to the button hole of 
the coat, was tied a white ribbon, signifying, as they said, union among 
themselves, and fidelity to Ferdinand in the event of his restoration 
to the throne. At 1 o'clock a number of persons attended in the square, 
and after some difficulty on the part of the Viceroy, he made his 
resignation. 

The Cabildo summoned a meeting of 500 for the next day, the 22d. 
It took place at 10 in the evening, at the Curial (none being admitted 
into the square but the persons who had been summoned to the meeting 
and who had been furnished with tickets). The debates ran high on 
the subject of deposing the Viceroy until correct information should be 
received of the fate of Spain. The principal opponent of the new order 
of things was the Bishop. He was answered by a Dr. Castillos, a 
leading character in the revolution, a native lawyer, possessed of con- 
siderable talents, and a daring intrepidity of spirit. Repeated plaudits 
announced the favorable reception his sentiments met with, and the 
impression his oratory had made. He concluded a speech replete with 
eloquence, and with such strength of argument in favor of the change 
of government, as astonished the audience (which chiefly consisted of 
Old Spaniards, who had been almost to a man previous opposed to any 
change that would place the power in the hands of the people) and 
induced a vote for deposing the Viceroy, 169 to 55. 

Another meeting, on the 23d, was held, in order to confirm by signa- 
ture the vote of the preceding day. Proclamation was made, that the 
Cabildo would exercise the powers of the Viceroy, and proceed to the 
choice of a provisional Junto, until delegates from the interior provinces 
could meet, with whom they would form a permanent government. 
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The 24th, the Cabildo issued a proclamation, announcing the de- 
posing of the Viceroy. They assembled again at 4 P.M. — the guns 
announced the appointment of a Junta, and the Mayor proclaimed the 
names of those of whom it was composed, viz., the late Viceroy as 
President, and six others. Immediate discontent was manifested, 
principally on account of the Viceroy's having any share in the govern- 
ment; and the result was, that a new election was made on the 25th, 
and the Viceroy was excluded. Provision was immediately made for 
sending deputations to the interior, to invite delegates from the Cabildos 
of the Provinces, and to treat with them respecting a proper form of 
government. 

On the 26th a proclamation was issued in the name of the provisional 
Junta of the capital of the River Plate. The commandants and officers 
waited on them, and swore allegiance in the name of Ferdinand VII. 

On the 27th, at 3 P.M., the troops assembled in front of the Curial, 
formed a hollow square, and were addressed by the President of the 
Junta (their commander) and the Bishop bestowed his benediction on 
the people. The President's address was answered by the troops with 
repeated shouts, and a salute from artillery and musketry; the people 
showed every mark of joy. 

On the 30th, divine service was performed at the cathedral by order 
of the Junta; the Bishop officiated; and a political discourse was de- 
livered by one of the Priests. Splendid illuminations took place in the 
evening. 

Notwithstanding the apparent tranquility, there was still a dis- 
satisfied party at Buenos Ayres. 

Monte Video was wavering as to a concurrence with Buenos Ayres, 
as a report was spread, that Spain was not so far conquered as was 
represented. 

A summary of the above report was published the day before 
in the New York Evening Post in its issue for Monday, August 
27, 1810: headed in italics, "REVOLUTION IN BUENOS 
AYRES." 

By an arrival at Salem, the following interesting account is received, 
from Buenos Ayres. It comes through the usual channel — the Ex- 
change Coffee House Books: 

"The inhabitants of Buenos Ayres had, like those of the Carraccas, 
assumed an independent station, deposed the Vice King acting under 
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the commission of the Supreme Junta of Old Spain (whose authority 
was considered annihilated by the success of the French), formed a 
provisional government of their own, till Ferdinand shoud be restored, 
and send Deputies throughout the Province to solicit a co-operation. 
The loyalty to Ferdinand VII was professed, but an absolute and 
perpetual independence of Old Spain was understood to be the real 
design among the leaders. Everything was conducted without vio- 
lence, and a vast majority was in favour of this step." 
It took place in May. 

The Venus was by no means the first United States merchant 
vessel to arrive in Buenos Aires in 1810. Although there were 
only two United States vessels at that port on October 15, 1809, 3 
— the Thomas Wilson of Baltimore and the George and Mary of 
Providence, Rhode Island — their numbers gradually increased, 
now that the Jeffersonian embargo, which had lasted from 
December 22, 1807, to March 15, 1809, was at last abolished. 
At various times during the year 1810 at least twenty United 
States merchant vessles came to Buenos Aires — more than in 
any year since 1807. They were from Salem, Providence, New 
York, Philadelphia, Baltimore and Norfolk — six states in all 
being represented. It is interesting to note in this connection 
that, so far as can be ascertained, there were fully as many 
United States vessels as British ones in the River Plate in 1810. 
On July 30, 1810, 

there were sixteen English merchantmen at Buenos Ayres. Some of 
them had been there twelve, and two of them twenty, months. There 
was only one English ship loading at Monte Video, and one arrived 
the day the Laura sailed (August 4, 1810). An English transport was 
loading with bread for the English ships of war at Rio Janeiro. Since 
the change of government in Buenos Ayres, three English ships, with 
valuable cargoes, have been seized for attempting to smuggle; one of 
them has been condemned. 4 

The following United States vessels are known to have been 
at Buenos Aires during the year 1810: 

3 Columbian Centinel, Boston, January 10, 1810. 

* American Daily Advertiser, Philadelphia, October 19, 1810. 
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1. The Apollo, Captain William Bragg, of Boston, was at Buenos 
Aires March 21, 1810, from the Cape of Good Hope (ADA, 6 June 
22, 1810) ; she arrived at Montevideo from Buenos Aires March 23, 
1810 {Archivo de Belgrano, II. 30). She was at Havana, October 

15, 1810 {Columbian Centinel, November 17, 1810). 

2. The schooner Atlantic, from Vienna, Maine (then in Massachu- 
setts), was at Buenos Aires from Rio, June 19, 1810 (Salem Gazette, 
August 24, 1810). Query: is this the Atlantic, Captain Travers, 
of Philadelphia, which is mentioned in the ADA, for August 31, 
1810, as having arrived at Rio de Janeiro from Buenos Aires? 

3. The ship Eagle, of New York, was at Buenos Aires loading for New 
York, on October 12, 1810 (ADA, December 27, 1810). She was 
still there November 16, 1810, "for Philadelphia" {Columbian 
Centinel, January 30, 1811). She arrived at Philadelphia, March 

16, 1811 (ADA, March 16, 1811). 

4. The brig Favorite, Captain Williams, was at Buenos Aires on 
October 12, 1810, to leave for Philadelphia in 30 days (ADA, 
December 27, 1810). She was still there December 4, 1810 (ADA, 
March 16, 1811). 

5. The ship Dispatch, Captain Smith, of Boston, from London (ADA, 
October 19, 1810). 

6. The brig Experiment, Captain Williams, of Philadelphia, was at 
Buenos Aires, December 20, 1810 (ADA, February 23, 1811). 

7. The ship Fame, Captain Timothy Gardener, arrived at Buenos 
Aires August 15, 1810, from Baltimore (see Chandler, Inter-Ameri- 
can Acquaintances, 2nd Ed., p. 65; see also Documentos del Archivo 
de Belgrano, Buenos Aires, 1913, Vol. II.). She was still there 
November 16, 1810 {Columbian Centinel, January 30, 1811), arriv- 
ing at Baltimore, February 16, 1811. 

8. The George and Mary, Captain Bucklin, of Providence, Rhode 
Island, arrived at Buenos Aires June 20, 1810 {Documentos de 
Belgrano, II. 205), was still there July 30, 1810 (ADA, October 19, 
1810), and sailed from Buenos Aires for Providence, September 6, 
1810 {Documentos de Belgrano, II. 334). She arrived at Providence, 
December 21, 1810, in 97 days from Buenos Aires with hides 
{Columbian Centinel, December 29, 1810). 

9. The ship Jane, Captain Murdock, of Norfolk, was at Buenos Aires 
from London, England (ADA, October 19, 1810); she was still 
there on October 12, 1810 (ADA, December 27, 1810). 

5 That is, The American Daily Advertiser. 
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10. The schooner Julia, of Philadelphia, belonging to Mr. Reiley, 
Mr. Miller, Supercargo. At Buenos Aires from Rio de Janeiro, 
(ADA, October 19, 1810.) (Query: Can this be William Gilchrist 
Miller, of Philadelphia, appointed United States Vice Consul at 
Buenos Aires, November 15, 1811?). 

11. The Latona, "for Baltimore," was at Buenos Aires November 16, 
1810 {Columbian Centinel, January 30, 1811). 

12. The Laura, Captain William Davis, was in Buenos Aires May 5, 
1810 (Documentos de Belgrano, p. 113), also on July 7, 1810 (Docu- 
mentos de Belgrano, p. 230). She arrived at Boston from Monte- 
video October 13, 1810, having left Montevideo August 4, 1810 
(ADA, October 19, 1810). 

13. The ship Margaret, Captain Bourge, of New York, for Liverpool, 
was at Buenos Aires, October 12, 1810 (ADA, December 27, 1810). 

14. The ship Pactolus, Captain Beckford, of Salem, was at Buenos 
Aires, Oct. 12, 1810 (ADA, December 27, 1810). 

15. The Passenger, of Baltimore, arrived at Buenos Aires, January 4, 
1810 (Documentos de Belgrano, p. 64); she arrived at Baltimore in 
89 days from Buenos Aires, on June 23, 1810 (ADA, June 22, 
1810); see also ADA, June 14, 1810. (Note that the Passenger, 
Captain Baker, arrived at New York from Rio de Janeiro, October 
9, 1810 (ADA, October 11, 1810); it could hardly have been the 
same vessel. 

16. The ship Roda and Betsy, Captain Baldry, of Norfolk, Va., from 
London to return there, was at Buenos Aires, October 12, 1810 
(ADA, December 27, 1810). 

17. The frigate Thomas Wilson, was at Buenos Aires early in March 
or late in February, 1810, where she took on 25,000 hides; she sailed 
from Montevideo for London, March 11, 1810 (Documentos de 
Belgrano, II. 33). 

18. The Valentine, Captain Benjamin Chase, arrived at Buenos Aires 
from New York, on August 14, 1810 (see Chandler, Inter-American 
Acquaintances, 2nd Ed., p. 65; Documentos de Belgrano, II.). 

19. The brig Venus, Captain Tunison, of Salem, arrived at Buenos 
Aires April 21, 1810 (Documentos de Belgrano, II. 97) sailing thence 
for Salem, on June 19, 1810 (ibid, p. 206), arriving at Salem, on 
August 22, 1810 (ADA, Aug. 28, 1810; Salem Gazette, Friday, 
Aug. 24, 1810). Her supercargo, Mr. Nathan Cook, brought the 
first account of the events of May 25, 1810, in Buenos Aires, to the 
United States. 
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20. The frigate Voltaire, belonging to Stephen Girard of Philadelphia, 
sailed from Philadelphia, on January 8, 1810, and arrived at Buenos 
Aires, on March 17, 1810, having left Montevideo on March 14, 
1810 (Documentos del Archivo de Belgrano, II. 41). She was there on 
March 21, 1810 (ADA, June 22, 1810), and on June 19, 1810, also 
(Salem Gazette, August 24, 1810), as well as on November 16, 1810 
(Columbian Centinel, January 30, 1811). 

Three other United States vessels are known to have had some 
dealings with Buenos Aires and the River Plate in 1810: the brig 
Nancy, Captain Wilson, from Baltimore, which apparently ar- 
rived off Buenos Aires early in November, 1810, but which "went 
on shore when passing from the outer to the inner harbour, was 
lost, crew saved" (Columbian Centinel, January 30, 1811; ADA, 
February 20 and 23, 1811) ; the ship Pearl, Captain Smith, which 
cleared from Boston to Buenos Aires on October 15, 1810 (Colum- 
bian Centinel, October 17, 1810), and the brig Pizarro, which 
sailed from Lisbon at some unknown date shortly before October 
6, 1810, for "River Plate" (Columbian Centinel, November 7, 
1810). 

In addition to these vessels at Buenos Aires, there were at 
least ten others from the United States at Montevideo in 1810: 
six brigs — the Deborah and Jane, the Narcissa and the Walter 
of Philadelphia, the Hipomenes of Baltimore, the Ospray of New 
York, and the George of New Bedford; and four ships — the Felix 
of New York, the Boby and Betsey of Norfolk, and the Resolution 
and the Hazard of Boston. There were thus at least 30 United 
States vessels in the River Plate in 1810, as compared with the 
10 that were there in 1799, the 43 in 1801-1802, and the 42 in 
1806-1807, making a total of 125 in all that had been there 
before United States Consul-General Joel Roberts Poinsett made 
his first official visit to the Junta of Buenos Aires on the day of 
his arrival there, February 13, 1811. On the same day he made 
his first official report to the United States State Department. 
The thirteen years' commercial relations between the River 
Plate countries and the United States had developed into a 
new and closer phase, that of diplomacy, which has ever since 
happily continued unbroken. 
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The following extracts from contemporary United States news- 
papers show how closely they followed the rapidly-developing 
course of events in the former Viceroyalty of the Rio de la Plata. 

A selection from the New York Evening Post of September 8, 
1810, is as follows: 

July 21. We regret to state, that the impolitic regulations of the 
South American Government almost go to the length of excluding 
British commerce from their harbours. The following letter from 
Buenos Ayres affords a gloomy prospect of what may be expected 
from that quarter, under the present arrangements: 

" Buenos Ayres, April 4. 

"I am sorry to inform you, that the little business which there is 
any opportunity of transacting here, must be done at a very consider- 
able loss. Everything is in the most unpromising state; and I assure 
you, that if the cargo I brought out here had been burnt in London, or 
thrown into the Thames, instead of being shipped for this place, we 
should have saved money upon the whole — so enormous is the loss 
on the goods, and the expences of the voyage, &c. Pieces of Man- 
chester goods, which originally cost 2 I. 16 s., after deducting the 
duties, have not produced more at an average than 13 s. This calcu- 
lation is exclusive of all expences, and the total loss may be estimated 
at 120 per cent. 

"We have all been greatly misled with respect to the amount of the 
Spanish duties; it appears to me that pains have been taken by in- 
terested persons to conceal or misrepresent the state of the Revenue 
laws, until the goods were landed, and subject to their operation. 
Most of the goods brought here have been sold upon a calculation that 
the duties would not exceed 40 per cent; but when all the demands were 
made, they were found to exceed 100 per cent on some articles. 

"The party differences here are very violent; and few nights pass 
without some assassinations taking place in the streets. The persons 
in power send out of the country or imprizon those whose sentiments 
they suspect, and some of our countrymen have been ordered away in 
consequence of talking freely on politics. Englishmen are allowed to 
wear arms, but this privilege is denied to the natives, at which they 
are very much dissatisfied. The regular troops are also very discon- 
tented. They have received no pay for six months and are become 
very clamorous for it." 
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An extract from the same paper for Saturday, October 20, 
1810, follows: 

From River Plate. Boston, Oct. 13. Our intelligence from the River 
of Plate, into the month of August, is minute and authentic. The 
revolution at Buenos Ayres, in favour of the native American party, 
and the absolute independence of the Viceroyalty, which began on the 
20th May, by depriving the Vice King (Cisneros, under the Junta of 
Seville) of his command, was completed on the 22d June, when he 
together with the late Governor of Monteveido, (Riodobri) who had 
been residing at Buenos Ayres, in consequence of the unpopularity of 
his conduct, was arrested, put on board a cutter, and sent to Spain. 
The Native junta of Buenos Ayres had prudently adopted the measure 
of lowering the high rate of duties; by the removal of all offices of 
uncertain zeal, the appointment of undoubted partizans, and generally 
by carrying their regulations into rigorous effect. All the old European 
officers have been deprived of their firearms and swords, and dispossessed 
of their offices. An expedition of 1500, had been sent into the interior 
of the country, for the purpose, as was generally supposed, of assisting 
the revolutionists of Chili in affecting a change of government. A 
commissioner has been sent from the capital of the river of Plate, to 
the court of St. James' with an account of the change, for the purpose 
of forming a commercial arrangement. 

At Monte Video, on the other hand, these changes of revolution were 
opposed by the municipal authority — which has the whole control in 
the absence of the Governor of the navy and royal arsenals, though 
the power of this city is considered subservient to that of Buenos 
Ayres, the Gov. of which takes the title of vice king of the province. 
The great number of European Spaniards in the city of Monte Video 
is considered the only chief obstacle to the revolution there — and an 
arbitrary system of espionage, is continually operating, which awes the 
native Spaniards into silence and submission. Negotiations had been 
opened in June between the two cities, but without effecting any 
arrangement or accomodation. Soon after the revolution in Buenos 
Ayres had been effected, an opportunity was offered, which had it 
been improved might have enabled the inhabitants of Monte Video 
to have completed the revolution of the province. Col. Morianda, 
who commanded the citadel, was interested in the American party 
he was threatened by a party of Marines, who beseiged him, and 
summoned him to surrender as a traitor to his country. Had he acted 
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with promptitude upon these summons he might have seized the 
government house; been joined by the militia and declared himself a 
dictator. But failing in courage as well as judgment, he suffered 
himself to be decoyed from his regiment, was seized, and together 
with some other officers imprisoned — and afterwards secretly de- 
spatched to Rio Janeiro. 

A skirmish had taken place at Colony in taking possession of a fort, 
in which the Monte Videans were defeated by the troops from Buenos 
Ayres with the loss of 8 killed and many wounded. 

Frenchmen in both places were in confinement. Liniers was at 
Cordova. 

In connection with this last statement, it is interesting to note 
that the Salem Gazette of August 3, 1810, states that: 

We learn from Porto-Rico, that it was the intention of the Spanish 
Government there to send off the French inhabitants, as had been 
done in Cuba. Many were preparing for their departure. Almost 
every Frenchman in Spain or the Colonies is a spy or an intriguer of 
Bonaparte. 

In the October 17, 1810, issue of the Boston Columbian Centinel, 
the relations between Spain and South America were com- 
mented on as follows : 

We learn, from a correct source, that the revolutions in Buenos Aires 
have terminated in the establishment and organization of a native 
Junta or Congress, which has declared the province capable of self- 
government and considering Old Spain as in a state of dependence, 
have dissolved all political relations with her. Deputies had been sent 
to other provinces to invite the formation of a General League on self- 
governing principles. All the old Spanish officers, and indeed all 
foreigners, had been banished; and war had been decided, and hostilities 
had been commenced, against Montevideo, which remained faithful 
to the Regency. Negotiation on the subject was carried on between 
the two cities but without effect, Colonel Merianda who commanded 
the citadel at Monte Video expressing sentiments in favor of the Ameri- 
can Independents, was besieged by the Royalists, taken, and with some 
other officers, sent to Rio Janeiro. A skirmish had taken place at 
Colonia between the Buenosayreans and Montevideans, in which the 
latter were worsted with the loss of a few men — All the French were 
imprisoned, and LENIERS, the former Viceroy was at Cordoba. 
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And on October 20, the same paper continued : 

To the particulars given in our last, of the Revolution in Buenos 
Ayres, we add, that the one in favor of independence and Self -Govern- 
ment, was organized on the 22nd of June; when Cisneros, the Vice 
King appointed by the Junta of Seville, and other Spanish officers, 
were arrested, and sent to Spain. None but native Americans were 
allowed to hold offices, or fire arms; and an expedition, 1500 strong, had 
been sent into the interior to subdue the soil and plant the seeds of 
independence. A Commissioner had been sent to England to negotiate 
a commercial agreement; in the mean time the heavy duties were 
lowered. 

Monte Video refused to rally under the revolutionary standard of 
Buenos Ayres; occasioned, it was supposed, by the influence of the 
many European Spaniards who reside there; and who acknowledge 
Ferdinand for their King. 

And on January 9, 1811, it published a notice on the Revolution 
as follows: 

South America. — From Buenos Ayres, Sept. 6, 1810. — Liniers, with 
about 400 men, having raised his standard at Cordova, in opposition 
to the Revolutionary Government, was assailed by 1200 of the Inde- 
pendents, who on their approach were joined by Liniers' troops. He, 
of course, was made prisoner, as were Concha, the Governor of Cordoba, 
Allende, a Colonel, a Judge, and another of the party. As soon as 
the Junta received information of their capture, they decreed their 
death, which was executed by Castille, one of the Junta, and 50 men, 
in four hours after his arrival at Cordova. The whole five were shot. 
The interior of the country is quiet, and the violent energy exhibited 
by the Junta must destroy all opposition. 

The Philadelphia American Daily Advertiser said in its issue 
of February 20, 1811: 

At the time the Fame sailed, (on December 20, 1810, from Buenos 
Aires) the port of Buenos Ayres was blockaded by the Montevidean 
squadron, consisting of two corvettes, three brigs, one schooner, and 
one felucca. Admiral de Courcey commanding the British squadron 
on the Brazil station, had insisted on raising the blockade as respected 
English vessels. The squadron gave way, at the same time the govern- 
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ment of Montevideo protested against the conduct of the British Admi- 
ral — a certain number of days had been allowed to the neutral vessels 
at Buenos Ayres to complete their business, at the expiration of which, 
it was expected, they would be obliged to depart. The Junta at Buenos 
Ayres were employed in fitting some small armed vessels, and in recruit- 
ing an army, in which they succeeded rapidly — the whole interior of 
South America was said to be joining in their cause; Chili had formed 
a junta, the province of Cocha Bamba, one of the most populous and 
rich of South America, had deposed their Governor, and taken part 
with the people of Buenos Ayres. 

Further notices published on February 23, in the same paper, 
were as follows : 

The Fame, of Baltimore, which left Buenos Aires about November 
20, 1810, reported on her arrival that "H.B.M. Schooner Mistletoe, 
Lieut. Ramsay, on entering the harbour of Buenos Ayres, fired into the 
American vessels, and forced them to hoist their colours. 6 The Junta 
of Buenos Ayres was active in enlisting an army, and arming some 
small vessels, and little doubt was entertained of their ultimate success, 
as the different provinces of South America were daily joining their 
cause. 

And on March 2, that paper contained the following news: 

Boston, Tuesday, February 26, 1811. From South America. — We 
have been favoured with Buenos Ayres papers to the 17th of Nov. 
(1810). The people of that place and vicinity have embarked on the 
"tempestuous sea of liberty," but are resisted by the inhabitants of 
Monte Video, and many places in the interior. The revolutionary spirit 
has shown itself in most of the Spanish colonies. The following para- 
graphs are extracted from the papers. 

Buenos Ayres, Nov. 17. 

Lima is in fermentation, & the Viceroy is full of fear. Santa Fe, 
Caracas, Cartagena, Porto Bello, and Quito, have followed Buenos 
Ayres. Cochabamba offers us 20,000 men. Potosi detests its intendant, 
and the Council resists all his iniquitous plans. 

6 See Carranza, Campanas Navales de la Repiiblica Argentina. I. 45, re- 
garding Ramsay and the Mistletoe. 
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The people of Salta have received with joy the representative of 
our Junta. 

A letter from Gen. Balcarce, dated Mohara, Oct. 29, relates the 
particulars of an attack he had made on the 27th on Catagaita, which 
lasted from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., when he thought it most proper to desist 
and retreat for reinforcements. 

The Provisional Junta has dissolved the Junta of Commission, which 
had the control of the Army; and have appointed Colonel Antonia 
Balcarce, General in Chief; Col. Juan Jose Viamont, second in com- 
mand; and Lieut. Col. Jose Eustaquio Diaz Veles, third in rank; all 
however dependent on Signior Don Juan Jose Castelli. 

New troops are raising and articles collecting for their equipment. 
Valuable donations are daily received from the inhabitants. 

In consequence of the inconveniences experienced by the blockade 
of Buenos Ayres, by the Marine of Monte Video, the government have 
ordered the mountains to be planted with seed and cultivated. 

Charles Lyon Chandler. 



